
101 Tricks with  

Top Secret Magician’s Thumb Tip 

The magician's secret weapon is a special gimmick known as the THUMB 

TIP.  

The thumb tip is one of the oldest and greatest magical gimmicks in the world. Using 

this device, you can perform amazing miracles with everyday objects, creating the 

illusion of great skill. Objects can be made to appear, disappear or change from one 

to another. The basic principle behind the thumb tip is that items are hidden inside 

the thumb tip. Using different techniques, you will learn how to secretly manipulate 

items in and out of the thumb tip. 

 

Thumb Tip Technique Proper Fit 

Put your thumb tip on your right thumb. The first thing you may notice is that it looks 

really big. Also, the color doesn't match your skin exactly. Don't worry, with proper 

technique the thumb tip will never be spotted. The thumb tip should fit on your thumb 

to the first knuckle as in figure 1. If it goes on too far, you will have a hard time 

removing it with one hand and you won't have any room to conceal your secret 

objects. 

Showing Your Hands Empty 

In order to show your hands empty while wearing a thumb tip, direct your palms 

toward the audience as in figure 2. Keep your thumbs pointed directly at the 

spectators. If your thumbs stick outward as in figure 3, the extra length will be more 

visible and the thumb tip will be easier to spot. By pointing the thumb tip straight 

ahead, the length becomes unnoticeable. If you wave your hands as well, the thumb 

tip will be almost impossible to spot. 

Basic Vanish 



This is great for silk handkerchiefs and other items that need to be tucked into the 

fist. Start with the thumb tip on your right thumb and hold a silk handkerchief between 

your thumb tip and first finger. Make a fist with your left hand. Thrust your right thumb 

into your left fist leaving the thumb tip in your closed hand. Immediately begin stuffing 

the handkerchief into the thumb tip. Be sure to use your index finger, middle finger, 

ring finger and thumb to stuff the silk inside. Once the silk is in the tip, push your right 

thumb into the thumb tip and remove the tip from the fist. Continue to stuff your 

fingers into the fist as if the handkerchief is still there. Move your fist away, and open 

your hands to show the hanky has vanished. See figures 4, 5 and 6. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Push Vanish 

This vanish is better for small items that can be pushed into the fist in one motion. 

Start with your thumb tip in your left-hand fist. The right hand displays the object at 

the fingertips and begins to push it into the thumb tip. As you close the gap between 

your fist and the right fingers, the thumb pushes the item into the fist and removes 

the thumb tip. Show your right hand empty, then open your fist and show the object 

has vanished. See figures 7, 8 and 9. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Basic Production 

Load a silk into your thumb tip and place it on your right thumb. Make a fist with the 

right hand around the thumb tip. Pull your thumb from the tip leaving it in your right 

fist. The left hand reaches into the fist and removes the silk. The right hand moves 

down at the same time inserting your thumb into the tip and opening your hand. See 

figures 10,11 and 12. 



 

 

 

 

 

The Dump Production 

This production works well with items that must be dumped or poured from the tip. 

Start with the thumb tip loaded with salt and on your right-hand thumb. Reach into 

the air with a grabbing motion and grab your thumb tip inside the right fist. Pull your 

thumb out of the tip, leaving the thumb tip concealed in your fist. Pour the salt into 

your left hand. As the last grains fall from the tip, place your right thumb into the tip 

and open your hand to show it is empty. See figures 10, I 1 and 12. 

 

 

 

Thumb Tip Tricks 

We find the best way for you to learn the techniques used in thumb tip magic is by 

actually learning to perform a magic effect. In the following pages, we will first explain 

the method for performing a classic thumb tip effect, then give you a list of variations 

using the same techniques. You may refer to the illustrations used previously in 

learning the basic techniques to help clarify some of the explanations. 

Basic Vanishes 

The most popular thumb tip effect is by far the silk vanish and reproduction. It has 

been performed and exposed on television, but still remains a great mystery. Keep 

in mind this technique will work for many different items 

 



Silk Vanish 

Start with the thumb 

tip on your right thumb 

and hold a silk 

handkerchief 

between your thumb 

tip and first finger. Make a fist with your left hand. Thrust your right thumb into your 

left fist leaving the thumb tip in your closed hand. Immediately begin stuffing the 

handkerchief into the thumb tip. Be sure to use your index finger, middle finger, ring 

finger and thumb to stuff the silk inside. Once the silk is in the tip, push your right 

thumb into the thumb tip and remove the tip from the fist. Continue to stuff your 

fingers into the fist as if the handkerchief is still there. Move your fist away, and open 

your hands to show the hanky has vanished Refer to figures 4, 5 and 6. 

 

Streamer Vanish 

A silk streamer is available from your magic dealer or any online magic store. These 

are about one inch wide by eighteen inches long and work beautifully with the silk 

vanish 

Dollar Vanish 

Using a similar technique as the silk vanish and reproduction, you can also vanish a 

dollar bill. Simply bring your hands together casually, and load the thumb tip into your 

left fist. Borrow a bill, and fold it into a small square. Stuff the bill into the tip, steal 

the tip away, and show the bill has vanished. 

Salt Vanish 

Using a similar technique as the silk vanish and reproduction, you can also vanish 

salt. Simply bring your hands together casually, and load the thumb tip into your left 

fist. Tell the spectator you will vanish one thousand grains of salt, take a shaker of 

salt and begin shaking it into the fist acting as if you are counting the grains. When 



you have a good amount in your fist, set the shaker down and say there is a few too 

many. Pretend to remove a few grains but actually load the tip on your right thumb 

as you mime pinching a bit out. Open your hand showing the salt has vanished. 

Vanishing Sugar 

Use the same technique as the salt vanish, only use a sugar packet. Just tear the 

top off and pour the sugar in your fist. Vanish the sugar, then reproduce it from thin-

air! 

Coin Vanish 

You can vanish a coin in your thumb tip using the push vanish. Use a small coin or 

a rubber thumb tip that can stretch to accommodate a larger coin. 

Liquid Vanish 

Place a little bit of Slush Powder (available from your favorite dealer) into the thumb 

tip. Steal the tip in your left hand and pour some water into your fist and into the 

thumb tip. Steal the tip from your fist and open your hand to show the water has 

vanished. 

Card Vanish 

Take a playing card and tear it into quarters. Place a handkerchief over your left fist. 

Use your right thumb to poke a well into the center of the handkerchief leaving the 

thumb tip behind. Take the card pieces and push them into the thumb tip 

extinguishing the cigarette. Steal the tip away, then open the hanky and show both 

sides revealing the card has vanished! You can produce a duplicate of the card in a 

magical way. 

Vanishing Sponge Ball 

You can vanish a sponge ball in your thumb tip. Allow the ball to partially wedge 

beside your thumb to make it easier to remove. 

Vanishing Rabbits 

Use your thumb tip at the end of your multiplying sponge rabbit routine. Just stuff 



 

 

 

mama and papa rabbit into your fist and make them vanish! 

Productions 

Making items appear from thin-air is a classic magician's feat. Here you will learn to 

do just that. We will start with various silk productions and move on to other items. 

Various Silk Productions 

The following are different methods and places you can make a silk reappear from 

after you have made it vanish. These effects make the assumption that you have 

vanished the silk in your thumb tip and now have it hidden on your right thumb. 

Silk from Thin-air! 

Show your hands empty, then make a fist with the right hand around the thumb tip. 

Pull your thumb from the tip leaving it in your right fist. The left hand reaches into the 

fist and removes the silk. The right hand moves down at the same time inserting your 

thumb into the tip and opening your hand. See figures 10, 11 and 12. 

Silk from Purse 

You can show a small change purse empty or borrow one from a spectator. Open 

the purse and push your thumb inside. Squeeze the tip through the purse to hold it 

inside as you extract the silk. 

Silk from Purse Frame 

Popular among magicians, the purse frame is just that, the top of a purse with no 

bag attached. To produce a silk from a purse frame, hold the frame between your 

left thumb and first finger. Open the frame and reach into the opening loading the tip 

in your left fist. Extract the silk, then load the tip back on as you close the purse 

frame. 



Silk from Pocket 

Push the loaded tip into your pocket. Put your free hand against the pocket to hold 

the tip in place as you extract the silk. Leave the tip in your pocket to end clean. 

Silk from Orange 

Push the thumb tip into the center of an orange piercing the skin. The tip will remain 

inside as you extract the silk. 

Silk from Apple 

This same technique can be done with an apple. First take an apple corer around 

the same size as your thumb tip, and remove the core. Push the tip into the center 

of the apple and extract the silk. 

Silk from Hanky 

Place a handkerchief over your left fist. Use your right thumb to poke a well into the 

center of the handkerchief leaving the thumb tip behind. Reach into the thumb tip 

and extract the silk. Steal the tip away as you open the hanky. 

 

More Productions 

This section deals with more ways to produce vanished items. You could also use 

these effects as standalone productions. Just start with your thumb tip pre-loaded 

with your production item. 

Salt Production 

This is a great follow up to the salt vanish. You could also just have your thumb tip 

loaded with salt on your right thumb. Show your hands empty. To make the salt 

appear, reach into the air with a grabbing motion and grab your thumb tip inside the 

right fist. Pour the salt into your left hand and, as the last grains fall from the tip, place 

your right thumb into the tip and open your hand to show it is empty. 

 



Ribbon from Nowhere 

For this effect you will obtain a long thin satin ribbon. Have the ribbon loaded in the 

tip on your right thumb. Show your hands empty, then reach into the air and produce 

the ribbon from your right fist. 

Coin from the Ear 

Everyone expects a magician to pull money from their ears. Place a coin inside the 

thumb tip and load it on your right thumb. Reach up behind someone’s ear and grab 

the thumb tip in your fist. Pull the thumb from the tip and dump the coin into your left 

hand. Load the tip back on your right thumb while the spectators are watching the 

coin. 

Bill from Nest of Envelopes 

To prepare, have a small coin envelope sealed shut inside a slightly larger one. The 

larger one is sealed inside another one giving you a nest of three envelopes. Have 

a bill signed and perform the dollar vanish with your thumb tip. Open the first 

envelope and remove the next one. Open that one and remove the small one. Open 

the small one and reach inside loading the thumb tip in the envelope. Extract the 

vanished bill! 

Productions from a Borrowed Bill 

In the following effects, you will learn a technique for borrowing a dollar bill, rolling it 

up into a tube, then magically producing items from it. This works great with a silk, 

so we will begin with an explanation for that. Keep in mind, you could also use a 

piece of paper as well. 

Silk from Dollar 

Start with a silk loaded in your thumb tip on your right thumb. Borrow a bill from a 

spectator and hold it between both hands with your thumb at the back and fingers 

on the front. Turn the bill over showing both sides. Now, turn the bill so that it is 

sideways with the long edge between the hands. With your right thumb at the bottom, 

your left hand begins wrapping the bill around your thumb (and thumb tip). Once it 



is coiled into a small tube, remove your right thumb from the bill leaving the thumb 

tip hidden inside. 

The left fingers and thumb hold the tip inside the bill. Now, reach inside the tip and 

extract the silk. To clean up, merely insert your thumb back into the tip and unroll the 

bill. Hand it back to the spectator, so they can see it is perfectly empty. 

Streamer from Nowhere 

The same as the silk from dollar, only use a thumb tip streamer. This looks very 

amazing as you pull the long streamer from the bill. It looks like a really big 

production. 

String from Dollar 

For this effect, have the tip loaded with string. Talk about the way bills are made of 

fibers making them hard to duplicate. Roll the bill up and extract one of the fibers, a 

very large one at that! 

Water from Dollar 

Have the thumb tip loaded with some water. Roll the bill up loading the tip. Tip the 

bill pouring the water into the spectator's hand. Open the bill and show it's completely 

dry! 

Waterproof Dollar 

This is the exact opposite of the previous effect. This time roll up the dollar loading 

the tip inside. Then using a straw, drop some water into the tip. Steal the tip with the 

water in it, unroll the bill, and reveal it is completely dry! 

Coins from Dollar 

For this effect, you will magically make money appear. Load your tip with several 

dimes. Roll the bill up and dump the coins on the table! 

Salt from Dollar 



Have your thumb tip loaded with salt. Roll up the bill and slowly allow the salt to pour 

from it. Open the dollar stealing the tip and hand it out for examination. 

Changing One Object to Another Transformations and Restorations 

The following effects involve changing one item for another. Using these techniques 

there are two types of effects possible - transformations and restorations. In 

transformation effects, the item you are using will change into a completely different 

item. In restoration effects, you will be using a duplicate of your original item. 

The techniques used in these effects are the same, but the visual outcome is entirely 

different. While this particular effect is one of a torn and restored nature, use the 

same moves with all the effects. Be sure to read through the other effects that follow 

as many of them are real stunners! 

Sweet Surprise - The Torn and Restored Sugar Packet 

In this effect you will apparently tear open a packet of sugar, dump its contents into 

your fist along with the empty wrapper, then magically fuse it all back into a new 

unopened packet. You will need two identical sugar packets. Start with the thumb tip 

in your left hand with one sugar packet held beside it in your fist. Hand the other 

sugar packet to a spectator and instruct them to tear the top of the packet off opening 

the sugar. Have them hand you the open packet, then slowly pour the contents into 

the thumb tip. Let them verify the packet is empty, then take the top and bottom of 

the packet and stuff them in your fist, packing them into the thumb tip using your 

thumb and fingers. Once inside, load the tip onto your right thumb and remove it 

from your fist, leaving the unopened packet behind. Wiggle your left hand, then open 

it revealing the restored sugar packet! 

Making Money 

Have a quarter beside the thumb tip in your left fist. Show a dime in your right hand, 

push it into the thumb tip and steal out the loaded tip. Open your left hand to reveal 

the quarter. 

 



 

Inflation 

Have a folded ten-dollar bill beside the thumb tip in your left fist. Freely show a one-

dollar bill and fold it into a small packet. Push it into the fist and steal the loaded tip. 

Wiggle your fingers, then allow the spectator to unfold the bill revealing it has grown 

in value! 

Deflation 

You can obtain miniature coins from most magic dealers. Using the switching 

technique, you can cause a regular sized penny to shrink! 

Broken and Restored Lifesavor 

Have a life saver candy beside the thumb tip in your left hand. Hand a duplicate life 

saver to a spectator and have them break it in half. Place the pieces into the thumb 

tip and steal the loaded tip. Open your hand to reveal the restored candy! 

Broken and Restored Match 

Have a matchstick beside the thumb tip in your left hand. Show a duplicate, break it, 

then restore it! 

Indestructible Toothpick 

Have a toothpick beside the thumb tip in your left hand. Show a duplicate tooth-pick 

and break it into tiny pieces. Place the pieces into the thumb tip and steal the loaded 

tip out. Open your hand to show the restored toothpick! 

Crystal Fusion 

Have a clear marble beside the thumb tip in your left hand. Pour some salt or sugar 

into the tip and steal it away. Wave a lighter under your fist and open your hand 

showing the sugar has fused into a glass ball! 

 

 



Sugar to Candy 

Have a piece of wrapped candy beside the thumb tip in your left hand. Talk about 

the candy making process. Sprinkle some sugar into your fist and steal the loaded 

tip. Reach into your pocket for a lighter leaving the tip behind if you wish. Wave the 

flame under your fist as if heating the sugar. Open your hand revealing the wrapped 

candy! 

Makin' Popcorn 

Have some popped corn beside the thumb tip in your left hand. Place popcorn 

kernels in the thumb tip and reveal popped corn! 

Glitter to Coin 

Have a coin beside the thumb tip in your left hand. Sprinkle some glitter in your fist 

changing it into a real coin! 

Confetti to Silk 

For this effect, you could also wrap the silk around the thumb tip before placing it in 

the hand. Then, sprinkle some confetti in your thumb tip, steal it out of your fist, then 

reach in and produce the silk. 

Torn and Restored Paper 

Have a small piece of tissue paper folded in your hand beside the thumb tip. Show 

a duplicate piece and tear it up, placing the pieces into the thumb tip. Steal the tip, 

then open your hand and unfold the paper showing it is restored! 

Popped and Restored Balloon 

Take a small balloon and place it beside the thumb tip inside your fist. Show a 

duplicate balloon, then blow it up and pop it. Place the broken pieces into the thumb 

tip, then steal the tip out. Open your hand revealing the restored balloon, blowing it 

up to prove it is completely solid! 

 



Color Changing Balloon 

This is fun to do with animal balloons. Start with a balloon concealed with your thumb 

tip in your left hand. Take a balloon of contrasting color and stuff it into the thumb tip. 

Steal the tip away, then open your hand revealing the new color! 

the center of the handkerchief leaving the thumb tip behind. Reach into the thumb 

tip and extract the silk. Steal the tip away as you open the hanky. 

 

Color Changing M&M 

A variation of the above effect can be used to make an M&M candy change color. 

Use two different colored M&M's. Conceal one in your hand beside the thumb tip. 

Place the other into the tip and steal it away. Open your hand revealing an amazing 

color change! 

String to Rope 

Have a piece of rope wrapped around the thumb tip in your left hand. Place a thin 

piece of string into the thumb tip and steal it away. Reach into your fist removing the 

rope. Apparently, the string has grown! 

Color Changing Silk 

Wrap a yellow silk around the thumb tip and place it in your fist. Show a red 

handkerchief and stuff it into the thumb tip, stealing it out. Reach in and remove the 

yellow silk. It has magically changed colors! 

Blendo 

Your magic dealer may be able to supply you with a small four colored blendo silk 

and four smaller matching silks. The blendo silk is folded and fingerprinted alongside 

the thumb tip in your left hand. Show the four separate solid-colored silks and stuff 

them into the tip. Steal the thumb tip away and open your hand revealing they have 

blended together into one silk! 

 



Silk to Streamer 

Hold a thumb tip streamer alongside your thumb tip in your left hand. Show a solid 

silk square and stuff it into the thumb tip and steal the tip away. Reach into your fist 

and grab a corner of the streamer drawing it from your fist. Open your left hand and 

show the silk has vanished. 

Silk to Sponge Ball 

Have a sponge ball concealed in your left hand with the thumb tip. Stuff the silk into 

your thumb tip and steal the tip away. Open your hand and show the sponge ball. A 

perfect way to start a sponge ball routine! 

Cigarette Creation 

Have a cigarette concealed beside a thumb tip in your left fist. Place tobacco and a 

cigarette paper into the thumb tip and steal it away. Open your left hand to show the 

transformation into a whole cigarette! 

Burned and Restored Cigarette 

Have a new unlit cigarette concealed in your left hand with the thumb tip. Borrow a 

burning cigarette and push it into the thumb tip extinguishing the end. Steal the tip 

away, then open your hand revealing the cigarette is as good as new! Note: You may 

want to place a piece of foil in the bottom of the tip to keep it from being burned. 

The Secret Link 

Obtain a small metal chain and remove some of the links. Have the full chain  

hidden in your hand with the thumb tip. Drop the broken links into your fist and steal 

them away. Open your hand revealing they have linked together! 

Linking Beads 

Obtain a small string of beads and hold them beside the thumb tip in your left fist. 

Place some individual beads and a piece of string into the tip and steal them away. 

Open your hand to show they have magically linked! 



Flash Linking Beads 

This is the same as the previous effect, only instead of placing the string in your 

thumb tip, place the beads inside and steal them away. Reach in your pocket for a 

piece of flash string leaving the tip behind. Hold the flash string in your left fingers, 

light it and let it go. At the same time, shake the string of beads out. It will look like 

they linked in a flash! 

Linking Paper Clips 

Take about five paperclips and link them together. Place the linked clips in your fist 

with your thumb tip. Show five loose paperclips and place them in your fist into the 

thumb tip and steal them away. Open your hand revealing the paperclips have linked! 

Nutty Knots 

Take a small string and tie several knots along its length. Place the string and thumb 

tip in your left hand. Show a regular duplicate string and place it in the thumb tip 

stealing it away. Reach into your fist and pull out the knotted string. The string has 

apparently tied itself in knots! 

Growing Die 

Obtain a small die that will fit inside your thumb tip. Have a large one inside your fist 

below the thumb tip. Drop the little die into the fist, steal the tip away, and allow a 

large die to drop from your hand! 

Growing Coin 

You can obtain a mini coin from your favorite magic dealer. Use the same technique 

used in the previous effect to make a coin grow! 

Mind Bending Coin 

Place a penny into a heavy clamp and bend it with a hammer. You can prepare these 

ahead of time as it makes a great giveaway. Keep the bent coin in your left hand with 

a thumb tip. Borrow a real penny and place it into the tip stealing it away. Concentrate 



on your hand and squeeze your fist tightly. Open your hand revealing the bent penny. 

A truly amazing feat! 

Destroyed and Restored - The Extra Piece Technique 

These effects are extremely deceptive and astounding. By using an extra piece 

hidden inside the thumb tip, you will apparently destroy and restore an item. This is 

great for larger items, where a full duplicate can't be hidden. 

Cut and Restored String 

For this effect you will need a short piece of string folded inside the thumb tip. To 

make it easier, you can even tape down the ends inside the tip. To perform, show a 

long piece of string allowing a spectator to hold each end. Grab the center of the 

string with your right hand and thumb tip and pull it up through your left fist, leaving 

the thumb tip behind and pulling the extra piece into view. With a pair of scissors, cut 

the center of the string (the pieces). Now stuff the cut pieces back into the thumb tip 

stealing it away. Have the spectators pull the string taught, release your grip 

revealing the string is restored! 

Cut and Restored Rope 

The same as the last effect, only use rope. You can remove the core from the rope 

to make it softer and more flexible so you can use a larger piece in the thumb tip. 

Cut and Restored Ribbon 

The same as the previous effect, but use a long piece of satin ribbon. You can have 

a spectator hold each end while you grab the center. Since the ribbon is more 

compressible, you can use a larger piece. 

Cut and Restored Rubber band 

Have a rubber band taped inside your tip. Show a duplicate band and pull the band 

up out of the top of your fist, loading the tip and removing the other band. Cut the 

band, stuff it back into the tip and steal the tip out. Open your hand revealing the 

restored rubber band! 



Penetrations 

This section deals with effects where you cause one item to penetrate through 

another. Solid thru solid effects can be extremely amazing when performed properly. 

If you read and follow the instructions for the following effects, you are sure to 

discover a stunner! 

Silk thru Silk 

For this effect you will need two different color silks. Place one silk over your left fist 

and poke a well into the top with your thumb, leaving the thumb tip behind. Take the 

other silk and place it over the top of the first one and begin stuffing it into the thumb 

tip. Steal the tip away, then reach under the handkerchief and load the tip in the 

bottom of your fist removing the handkerchief. It will appear as if one handkerchief 

has penetrated the other! 

Coin thru Silk 

Start with a coin in your left hand. Place the handkerchief over the top of your fist 

and poke a well in the top leaving the thumb tip behind. Take a duplicate coin and 

place it in the thumb tip stealing the tip from your fist. Slowly pull one corner of the 

silk revealing the coin is gone. Open your fist showing the coin has penetrated the 

handkerchief! 

Pin thru Thumb 

You will need to prepare your thumb tip by nailing or drilling a small hole from top to 

bottom_ Then carve a piece of an apple to fit in the tip of your thumb while you are 

wearing it. Show a silk and drape it over your thumb and thumb tip. You can now 

push a threaded needle or pin through the thumb tip. Allow the spectator to pull it out 

the other side. The apple in the end will make it feel like it is really going through the 

thumb! 

 

 



Thumb Through Silk 

The magician places his thumb under a silk handkerchief. Pushing on the silk, his 

thumb apparently passes through the center! The silk is given a rub where it is found 

to be completely restored! 

This should be done as a fairly quick effect when the audience is not expecting it. 

They will be looking directly at the thumb tip for a moment and you do not want them 

to discover it. Hold the thumb tip in your right hand along with a silk handkerchief. 

Hold your left hand in a fist with your thumb pointing straight up. Place the hanky 

over your thumb with your thumb in the center. In the action of pushing your thumb 

through the silk, your right hand pushes the thumb tip over your left thumb through 

the hanky. Remove your right hand and show the thumb tip on top. It will look as if 

your thumb has passed through the hanky. Grab the thumb tip with your right hand 

as you apparently push your thumb from the hanky. Rub the silk and show it is solid. 

Penetrating Life savor 

A lifesavor candy is threaded onto a string or cord and covered with a handkerchief 

The spectators hold each end of the cord in complete view. The magician reaches 

up under the cloth and removes the lifesaver leaving both the candy and cord intact! 

Start with your thumb tip on your right hand and an extra candy hidden in your hand 

as well. Thread the lifesaver onto the cord and have the ends held by spectators. 

Cover the candy with a handkerchief. Under cover of the handkerchief, break the 

candy in half removing it from the cord. Place the candy in your thumb tip and put in 

on, then bring your hidden extra lifesaver from the handkerchief. It will appear as if 

it magically melted off, 

 

Taped Thumb Tie 

The magician has a spectator tape his thumbs securely together. He then has the 

spectator toss small rings to him. The rings penetrate his thumbs and he catches 

them on his arms. To perform this effect, you will start with the thumb tip on your right 



thumb. Take some electrical tape and begin wrapping it around your right thumb, 

overlapping the seam created by the thumb tip. Place your thumbs together and 

allow the spectator to continue taping your thumbs together. Because the right thumb 

is actually covered with the thumb tip, you should be able to slide your thumb in and 

out of the tip. Stand with your left side to the audience and allow the spectator to 

toss hoops toward your arms. It is an easy matter to slip the right thumb out and 

allow the rings to be caught on your arms. 

Banded Thumb Tie 

This is the same as the previous effect, only the set-up is different. For this particular 

thumb tie, you will place a silk over your thumbs and allow a spectator to bind your 

thumbs with a rubber band through the silk. The rubber band will hold the thumb tip 

against your thumb. It is then a simple matter to slide your thumb out as the rings 

are tossed to you. 

More Thumb Tip Mysteries 

Bank Night 

For this effect, the magician has a stack of envelopes. One envelope is to contain a 

one-hundred-dollar bill. Whoever chooses the money envelope, gets to keep it. The 

spectators select an envelope leaving the magician the last one. All the envelopes 

are opened and the magician wins! To perform this effect, all the envelopes are 

empty. Have a one-hundred-dollar bill folded and loaded in your thumb tip on your 

right thumb. When the envelopes are opened, load the tip in your envelope and 

dump the bill out!  

Salt from Water 

The magician reaches into a bowl of water and extracts a handful of dry salt! Start 

with the thumb tip loaded with salt on your right hand. Show a glass bowl to be 

completely empty and fill it with water. Reach your hand into the bowl and make a 

fist with the thumb tip inside as if you are grabbing something. Upon removing your 

hand from the water, it is a simple matter to remove your thumb from the tip and pour 

the dry salt from your hand. 



Dollar Bill in Banana 

A dollar bill is marked and caused to vanish. The performer punctures a hole in the 

banana and removes the signed bill. To perform, have a spectator sign a bill and fold 

it into quarters. Vanish the bill in your thumb tip. Allow the spectators to examine a 

normal banana, then push the thumb tip into the banana and remove your thumb 

leaving the tip inside. Reach into the tip and slowly remove the signed bill. 

Bill in Roll 

The same effect can be accomplished with a dinner roll. Vanish the bill, then push 

your thumb into the roll loading the tip. Reach into the roll and remove the bill. 

Water from a Stone 

To prepare for this effect you will need to drill a small hole in the tip of your thumb 

tip. Next, place some cotton or a small sponge into the tip and pour water into it. Put 

the tip on your right hand and you are ready to perform. Take a small stone or coin 

and allow the spectator to examine it. Comment on your amazing strength and hold 

the stone between your thumb tip and fingers. Squeezing the stone will put pressure 

on the cotton and cause the water to drip from the tip. It will look like you are 

squeezing water from the solid stone! 

Balancing Card 

Start with the thumb tip on your right thumb. Have a playing card selected from the 

deck. Hold the thumb tip behind the card and use your left thumb to remove the tip. 

Set the card and tip on the table. The opening of the tip should be on the table with 

the tip pointing up. You can then lean the card against the tip to create the illusion of 

balancing a card on its end. Reverse the motions loading the tip back on your thumb 

and show your hands empty. 

Floating Cup 

Before performing, have a piece of magicians wax stuck to the end of the thumb tip. 

You can now pick up an item like a Styrofoam cup. Push the wax against the back 

of the cup so that the cup is stuck to your thumb tip. If you open your hands and 



move them forward, it will look like the cup is floating away from you. As it moves 

away, grab it in your hands and pull it back to you, removing the tip. Hand the cup 

out or place it back on the table. 

 

Silk from Liquid 

For this effect, you will need some slush powder and a Styrofoam cup. Place some 

powder into the cup and your thumb tip loaded with a silk on your right thumb. Flash 

the cup briefly to the audience. The powder will blend in with the white cup and go 

unnoticed. Pour some water into the cup. The slush powder will solidify the liquid 

immediately. Now, push your thumb into the side of the cup, loading the tip inside 

the cup. Reach into the hole and extract the silk. You can turn the cup upside down 

as if the liquid has vanished! 

Milk to Confetti 

This is similar to the previous effect, only you will have your thumb tip loaded with 

white confetti. Pour milk into the cup, allowing a few extra seconds for the milk to 

solidify, then jam your thumb tip into the bottom of the cup loading it inside. Pull your 

thumb out and allow the confetti to cascade from the cup. Invert the cup creating the 

illusion of the milk having vanished! 

Color Changing Silk Tube 

Take a half a sheet of construction paper and roll it into a tube and secure it with a 

rubber band. The tube should be small enough to hold your thumb tip securely. You 

will need two different colored handkerchiefs. Have one hidden in the end of the 

tube, the other one in your pocket. Reach into your pocket and remove the 

handkerchief. Stuff the handkerchief into the tube actually going into the thumb tip. 

Once inside the tip steal the tip from the tube. Blow into the tube causing the other 

hanky to fly out. Open the tube and show it is completely empty. 

 

 



Silk to Confetti Tube 

This effect is similar to the previous effect, only you will be transforming the silk to 

confetti. To prepare tube cut small squares of confetti out the same color as your silk. 

Place the confetti in the bottom of the tube. You will need to wedge a round piece of 

construction paper into the bottom to prevent the confetti from falling out. Place the 

silk into the tube and thumb tip, steal the tip out, then blow the confetti from the tube. 

The end piece will pop out and fall amidst the confetti. 

Silk Knot Tube 

This is based on the classic effect of placing three silks in a tube and having them 

emerge tied in a knot. For this effect, you will need three silks. We will assume two 

are red and one is yellow. Take a half sheet of construction paper and roll it into a 

tube and secure it with a rubber band. The tube should be small enough to hold your 

thumb tip securely. Tie a red and yellow handkerchief together and stuff the red one 

into the tube first leaving the yellow one protruding. Place the separate red 

handkerchief on top of the yellow one and stuff it slightly into the tube. The thumb tip 

should be loaded in the bottom of the tube. To perform, call attention to the two silks 

emerging from the tube, pick up the red one showing the siks are separate. Stuff the 

yellow one into the end of the tube. The red one goes into the thumb tip on the other 

end. Steal the tip from the tube and blow into it revealing the red and yellow silk Al 

tied together. You ran then open the paper and show it to be empty. 

The Magnetic Thumb Tip 

By placing a small but powerful rare earth magnet inside your thumb tip, you can 

perform some incredible effects. You can purchase rare earth magnets from magic 

dealers, hobby shops and electronics stores. 

Telekinetic Rings 

Buy two small steel rings from the hardware store. Hold one ring with the hand 

wearing the thumb tip, allowing it to attract to the magnet in the tip. The magnetic 

field will travel into the ring allowing you to make the second ring stick to the first. 



Spin the bottom ring, then snap your fingers, pulling the magnet away from the top 

ring. The bottom ring will drop to the table! Allow the spectator to examine both rings. 

Psychic Spoons 

This is similar to the last effect, only you will cause two spoons to magically cling 

together. This is a great impromptu table mystery. 

The Linking Paperclips 

The rare earth magnet field is so strong, it will travel through several light weight 

paperclips. Allow the spectator to examine a half a dozen paperclip. Pick one up with 

the magnetic thumb tip and allow the others to follow. It will look as if they are linked 

together! 

Stop Watch 

If the spectator has a second-hand watch, you can actually cause it to stop moving. 

Give the impression you are using mental energy and bring your thumb tip near the 

watch as you grab the spectator’s wrist. 

Final Words 

As you can see, there is no limit to the number of effects possible with the thumb tip. 

We hope we have given you a clear understanding of the types of effects possible 

and how to perform them. Once you learn the basic moves, experiment with your 

own moves to create your own effects.  

 


